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It is not, of course, for a moment supposed that the
men who wrote the Protestant  Confessions, under-
stood by the Spirit the human  conscience.     They
meant that the Bible, as a whole book, had authority,
and that the evidence of this was in the book itself.
The Scriptures were even supposed to testify to their
own  genuineness and canonicity.    But the theory
broke down as soon as men had time to examine it.
The  Liberals   maintain that   their   doctrine is the
legitimate result.    What the conscience feels  to be
true in the Scripture, that is true.    They start with
the facts of the spiritual life.    The accuracy of the
Gospel histories, or the correctness of doctrines taught
by Apostles, is a matter indifferent.    The Scripture
contains the word of God, but it is not itself the word
of God.    The faith by which the Church is one is
defined by Pastor Fontanes as * une acte de sentiment
et de volonte,  et non une question de doctrine:5 a
feeling of the soul, rather than a belief of the intellect.
It is true that this feeling leads men to systematize
their beliefs.   But the root and essence is the religious
sentiment.    Christianity is this sentiment, as deter-
mined by Jesus, who has given it a new life and a
new seed.    On this ground, M. Coquerel maintained
that their differences were divinely appointed.    Jesus
wishes this  variety.     It  existed in the  Primitive
Church.    Peter and Paul were not  agreed.    James
differed from Paul about faith and works.    Two of
the four Gospels contain no trace of the divinity of
Jesus Christ "or of His miraculous birth.    It is St,
John and, St. Paul who speak of <the +Word ma#$
flesh.'    ' If God/ said M. Coquerel, < ha? put so many